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PRE-FLIGHT

Just as we would conduct a pre-flight inspection bafore taking off for a mission, It Is
important to mention the purpose of this newsletter so that we may accomplish our new
mission.

There has begun a wellspring of interest in communicating and reacquainting with
oné another. It is obvious now that many people have kept contact over the years with
close buddies. While we have found it difficult to find some friends many of us have
held fast to the comraderie of the 281st. Without question the 2815t AHC represants
hard work, dedication and depandence upon ona another that few people ever
experlence or can undarstand.

In that vein, a group of past members have decided to spoatlight that spirit again. In
this newsletter, we will bring you up to date on the happenings of the 281st Vats. We
will reminisce, learn more about the 281st and plan future activities. This newsletter is
also printed to help locate some of our lost mambers.

So spread the word - the 281st spirit prevails. Pass along the message: the
“Intruders” are together again. Give this newsletter to a buddy who has not received it
yel. Be sure to recelve future issues and information about our planned raunions by
responding and noting your desire to recelve the next issue.

The 281st intruders Newslatter |s published by the past members of the 281st from
donatlons made at our first reunlon. Anyone interasted in oblaining this Newslatier in
the future should donate $10.00 to:

The 281st Intruders Newsletter,
clo Wesley Schuster, 38 Pleasant Si., Wanham, MA 01884,

Material publishad In tha 281st Intruders Newsletter |s contributed by past members
of the 281st and other interested parsons.

The Mewslelter does not endorse any organization or person mantionad In this
publication.

The 281st Intruders Newsletter welcomes letters to the editor.




1888 REUNION

The past mambers of the 2818t haeld a reunion &l
Edwardsville, lllincls on Octaber 3rd, 4th and Sth, 188,
What an exciting time for the 30 people who altended!

The reunlon officially staried on Friday night at 6:00
p.m. 0 the Days Inn lounge. Everyone quickly got
reacqualnted and made new frlends. A kot of war stories
were hashed over and many memaories brought back.

Saturday moming, therea was a casual breakfast meating
and & cammitiee was lormead Lo plan for future avents.

On Saturday afterncon at 14:00, a caravan of cars led by
polntman Paul Maledy (“Ratpack”™ 1968) drove to Scott
AF.B, to visit the 281st. 1 had been planned earlier n the
yaar to retire the 281st colors and 1o reorganize as the 82nd
Aviation Battalion, The current members of the 2B1st
thought it would be a good idea (o invite the old members
for this occasion. As It turned out the retiring of the colors
has been delayed Into 1887, It stll struck everyone that the
best place to have our first reunion was at the homa of the
281st.

5o at Scolt A.F.B. wa got 1o see some of the 28181 pas!
and present. Everyone wandered through the hanger
looking for famillar tall numbers, Some grasped the cyclic
stick or sat in the gunner's well again. For those who had
not been on the Hight line for & few years, it was the first
look at & Black Hawk,

Upon being Invited up to the company offices we waera
pleased fo find past awards and mamarabilia from Vielham.

Out on the flight line pictures ware taken of the
mambears by platoons: 15t Pit. Ralpack: Z2nd Pit. Bandits;
and Jrd Pit. Wollpack; then other members and special
guesis such as Sam Palelios, 10th Bn.C.O.; Bill Beasley,
Avionlea; Aoger Grean, Ex.O. of the 2815t and the wives and
girlfriends,

Former Warrant Officer, Don Torrinl, soon (0 ba Colonel
Tosrinl, landed a Hueay during the photo session and joined
In. It was of considerable surprise when one of the
crawchiefs turned oul to be a Ms. Ever the frue crewchief,
RAan Harkless ("Ratpack™ 1968 crewchial) assisted in the
biacke the down. Atla boy Ronl

The afternoon was soon over with ihe currant 2818t C.0.
talking with membars and explalning the future of the
28181 As wa learmed the new 62nd Aviation Battalion
Combat will consist of two Black Hawk UH B0 companlas.

Tha bangual that evaning was well attended. It was
particularty gratifying 1o have many wives and girlfriends
grace the 28151, It was a wanm gathering “..-1o remambsr all
our frianda...” and a special roll call was read of “..some
who will never be able to join us — gur fondest memories
ara for them.”

Faollowing the banquet awards were presanted and
slides, photos and VR tapes weara viewsd.

Awards were ﬂh'il‘ll 1o mambears whao;

Gained the most weighl went o Ron Harkiess (Ralpack
‘B who weighs 80 |bs more and i3 very solid. No pinch an
Inch on Ron! A dietary silver sel was presenied to Ron,

Besl groomed Warmanl Offlcar went to former Warrani
QOiflcar now ratined, Major Ken Millar (Wolfpack 1969), Kan,
upholding & W.0."s penchant for neatness, has grown a full
beard and crop of hair, Ken's new 15 Inch comb wiil be pul
1o good use,

Most Productive Father was shared by Charles Althouse
(Bandit "67) and Walter Stobe (Waollpack ‘68). Charles has
five giris and Walter has five boys — now that |8 an aven
formation guys! Meedless to say a giant cigar was in order.

Traveled the farthest awand was won hands down by Bill
Beasley (Avionics "67-'68), Bill resides In South Africa. He
wis awarded an alrplane — balsa wood — for his ellorts,

A special award was then presented to Duana (Tubby)
Brudvig (Wolfpack 198%). Tubby had spearheaded tha
raunion with his tiraless elforis In contacting pecple and
croating inlerest among everyona. For his ellorts Tubby
recaived & plague signed by all who atllended.

Sunday was departure day. While it was difficult 1o part
our ways agaln, there was a good strong feeling. We had
sean some friends agaln, we mel some others who had a

wommond bond and maost importantly, we revitalized tha
H1st spiril.
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Ediror's Nole: One of the main objectives of our reunion aif the
281s1 at Scofl AF.B. was lo ensure the company flag was nof
{nadvertantly lost when the compeny colors are retired. You
can imagine our greal awrprise when the following story was
fold by Dean Roésner, company higtorian, af the awards
banqual.

THE COMPANY FLAG CAPER
by Dean Boasner

Somatime In the Spring of 1989, a mutwal challengse was
Issued among three crawmambers of Rat Pack Stave
Wood, Paul Malady and mysel! shared a room upstairs in
the Rat Pack barracks. One avening after returning from the
NCO Club, In & possibly less than sober slale, we decided
that somaone should steal the company flag for & souvenir,
Tha discussion of how to do it didn™t proceed too far bafore
the standard challenge was Issuad which went something
to the affect that you didn't have any hair on a certain part
al your anatomy If you didn't do It. In those days that was a
vary serious challenge and nol 1o ba ignored. Howaver, the
fiag was always standing right outside the orderly room
during the day, and al night it was inside whene the duly
GO could watch it

A couple of months passed. Then one night | was
rejurning to the company area, and as | passed the ordarly
rocm, | saw the flag had besn sat outside while tha floor
was being mopped. Thane were two of three pecple In the
raam, but no one oise in sight. | walked on past 1o the first
barracks, got out my pocket knife and doubled back. When
| reached the flag, ihere was still no sign of anyone
outslde, so | grabbed It, cut it off the pole and put It Inside
my ghirf. | hurrled back to my barracks and hid It overhead
inslde one of the hollow cailing beams. The next morning
the First Sergeant was somewhat upset al formation and
mantloned somathing aboul golng to jall if you were
caught. So, | left the flag In the beam for about 8 month
and malled it home the day before | left the company, with
thea Idea that if it should be found by some type of mall
inspaction, | would already be a chvillan by the time they
fracked mé down. Anyway, 'va kapt the flag now for 17
years and brought it to the 2815t AHC reunion with the idea
of returning it since thay were supposed 10 phase oul the
unlit and ratlre the colora.

However, |t was suggested thatl | keep the Hag and b
It to all future reunions, which | fully Intend (o do.

{When Dean fold this story he recelved an ovalion, Afla b
Caanl!)

OUR HISTORY 15 IMPORTANT —
LET US RECORD IT NOW AND LET IT BE A
SHINING EXAMPLE FOR THE FUTURE.

TO ALL THOSE INTERESTED IN THE 2815t AHC:

As a part of our reunion gatharings, | am writing a undt
history of the 28181 and thought | would mention what |
neesd from everyons.

| already have somi willen unit history from soms
membars and the official history lor the year 1989, | expec
some more official history to be coming In from the 2B1st
im 5t. Louls.

However, | would like some personal experiences amd
reamembrances from lndividua! members of the wnit, If you
ramembar a funny nsfance, or fraglc one, please pul it
dowin.

I am not goling to slant this pre-military or antl-military
of pro-war of antl-war, | am going to simply wrile a lactual
account of what happened. If you can remember the dale
and names of crew members and tall numbers in thasa
accounts, please Iinclude them sincea the official history
simply states that an aircraft was lost or damaged but do
not give lall numbers or craw names.

If you don't like to wrile, how about sending a casseth

Mat e

Dean Roasner
484 Woodcliif Drive
Aedding, CA BE003

P.5. I you hava any matarial that would help me but you
wanl 1o keap, just make a note of it and | will copy |
and send you back the ariginal.




CAMPAIGN PARTICIPATION CREDIT

OF THE 281st AHC

WViatnam Countarotlensive. . .....ocvoviiiisninrssiiaasssnannansns Decamber 25, 1965 - June 30, 1966

Vietnarm Counterallanaive
Prasall......co0e0s

Vietnam Counteroffansive
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Tot Counteroflantdmg ., ... i ooiiiisiissnanisinoisssansssssaesns

Vietnam Counteroffansiva
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Vietnam Counteroffensive
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Vigtnam Couniaraflansive

PhRBa W), . ..coiviasinannnsisn
Ted '688 Counteralfenslva. .. ............
Vietnam Summer-Fall 1868, .. ... ... i iiisiaiissiasasasaaas
Vietnam Winter-Sprimg 1800, . . ..o o v v ciaiiiinennanosaacnasanas

oo Ul T, 1988 - May 31, 1967

vee s e duly 1, 1965 - January 20, 1968

.-« - JEnUary 30, 1668 - April 1, 1968

cresansAprl 2, 1968 - June 30, 1988

vowa o ly 1, 1968 - Novemibaer 1, 1968

.. Mowember 2, 1964 - February 22, 1860

e ... - February 28, 1969 - June B, 1868

« s+« cdlome B, 1868 - October 31, 1968

....November 1, 1888 - April 30, 1870

Sanctuary Counleroffansimg. . . ... ..cueuieananaasanancacnncacacnnensanss May 1, 18970 - June 30, 1970

Vietnam Countaroffansive
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TO:

comeene s JUly 1, 1970 - June 30, 1971




