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PRE-FLIGHT

AFTer writing the first three newsletoers. Wes Schuster
s requested 3 break. | have agreed to write 3 couple of
issUES and commend Wes for his exoellent substanoe and styie
in setting a format for this newshether

Qur mext issue will contaln the official 2815t Uindt History
for 1969, If It jogs your memaory with a story, please send it
to the mewsletter for future publication. Even i you only have
@ comection or an elaboration on a brief fact, please respond,
Fred Phillips “The Wild Bunch” and Duane “Tubby™” Brudvig's
story on AC are prime exampiles of what we would like to
have, Unfortunately, they are also the last. 5o, IF you would
like to hawe future issues we will need stories

REUNION '88

Iry July, 1988 we held our second
reunion in 5an Francisco, Congratuls-
tans are in onder to Joe Bilitzke for
asuper job of promoting and onganiz-
ing the ewvent of three days. We all had
a great time sightsesing around San
Francisco and enjoying sights which
no lomnger are the Lame since thi
earthguake., He sven had ordered
back issues of Mational Geographic
froem 1967 with an excellent large, full
color map of Vietnam which contasns
names of probably every small village
in existence. f you ever wondered
where you were icrew membersh or
would ke to show someone whers
wou flew (plots! this is the map, Again,
thanks a lot, Jos
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SUBSCRIBERS

A5 discussed previously, we need contributions to keep
this mewsletter going. There is not encugh money left in the
NEWSIETTET JCCOUNT T pay for the printing and maliing of this
is5ue, 50 the shom fall B being made up By 3 one time
donation. F you wish this newsletter to continue, please send
2 51000 donation to:

The 281st Intruders Newsletter
4324 Woodcliff Drive
Redding, CA 96003

We send cut approcemately 100 newsietters, so if even
half of the recipients sent in their 510, we would have more
than encugh money to keep the rewsletter alive at the rate
of one ssue a year. Please help? This is the only way we will
keep in touch and expand our roster for Future reunions
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THE WILD BUNCH

by Fred Phillips

When | arrived if-oountry i November 65, | was a 2na
Lisutenant frech out of flight school. | was assigned o tha
&th Airlift Platoon (the “Fangs™, an orphansd undt Bft over
from the early days of the war, For a finw years the Fangs
had operated as A separate gunship platoon out of Danang,
hawing the only Huey gunships in | Corps. When the Marnes
arrived to take owver the war in | Corps, the army didn't sesm
to know what o do wich the Fangs, 50 the unit was maoved
1o Salgon and attached to the 145th Combart Aviation Bat:
tabon. Thiy had been there & fiew weaks when | arrived, but
had already managed 1o piss of f just about everyone in town
above the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, The Fangs were com:
bat fivers who let everyone know that they didn't care for
straphangers or, for that matter, amyone else whd flew VIPs
or pushed paper. Saigon, of course, was full of those guys.

About two days after | arrived, the 145ch had an officers
party at the 120th Aviation Company's villa in Salgon. After
2 few rounds of drinks, some of the Fangs took over the
microphone and announced that the 145th pilots, and par-
tlcularly those in the 120th, were a bunch of pansies
Although that was probably tree, quite a few of the pansies
were offended and a memorabie brawl ensued, By the time
the MPs arrived to break things up, one Major was sitting un-
CONSCIoUS N a corner with the remains of a guitar broken over
his head. When he came to, e sware that he would get
rEvenge
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An official investigation faded to reveal the culprit and,
naturally, no one confessed. Still, the staff pukes suspected
ipeobably correctly) that one of the 6th Matoon pllots had
laid tiwe Major low and decided to get even by sending the
BNTiFe Nt To some place outside of Saigon whare, they
thought, we would all be promptly Kilked by the VT & Wik
later we moved to Bien Hoa which, if anything, was actually
cafer and more comfortable than Saigon,

Befane long, the word got back that we actually liked Bien
Hoa, so the Battalion started ©o ook for some other way o
get nid of us. When the Sth Specis Foroes Group started kook:
irvg far aviation support, the 145th staff were only to hapoy
boo tell them that they happened to have an entire platoon
to spare. In February ‘66, we moved to Nha Trang.
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Flease don't think that the 6th Platoon's pilots were the
anly ones who were causing problems. The enlsted Fangs had
&5 much unit pride as anyone, and did thedr best to uphold
OUF FROUTATION. AT about 0500 on the morming that wa wara
aoing to leave Bien Hoa, the 002 woke up to take a phone
call from sorne MP Captain. He was looking for several guys
who had terrorized most of the commercial establishments
in the town the night before by entering with loaded b-16s,
chasing off all of the other customers, having the girls
disrobe, and then painting FANG on strategic parts of their
bodies with same sort of indelible ink that wouldn't wash off
Each time, however, they had pasd the mama-san handsomoty
before moving on. | told the Captain that | would check into
it and that he could meet me at the alrfield in an hour,

| barrowed a jeep and headed For the EM hooch. When
| arrived, | found several of our crew chiefs and gunners
pateed out in and around the premices. The platoon sargeant,
Kahlon Buckalew, was slumped over the wheel of his jeep.
it cwer 3 whibe to wake him up but when e finally came to
his first words werne, “You should a baen with us [ast night,
sir.” Sergeant Buck confirrmed that the MPs version of the
EWENING'S ICTIVITIES WaSs MOre or [855 3ccurabe, SO We round-
ed up everybody that had been involved and ioaded them
an a Huey that pulled pitch just & the MPs drove up. Fassured
the Captain that | woubkd bring everyons in to 588 him as soon
a5 they returned from the mission. | didn't bother to ted him
::h;:mu;r’relﬁwmmmhrm We never heard about
t arter t

%0 far, | haven't really mentioned the 281st, but the unit
wasn't formed by assigning individuals as was usually done
and the two platoons that made up the original core of the
comipany brought long and colorful combat histoies with
Thaam.

The 145th Aveation Platoon was another unit that had
been around for several years and had originaly been part
of the 145th Battalion. They had been stationed in Mha Trang
for about a year when we armived, and had spent mast of
that time flying for Project Defta. They had a 1ot of war stores
to tell and more than theair share of purple hearts. The Fangs
and the 145th, icalisign “Inoguols’) were hapgy to be together,
Shortly afterwand, the 2815t was formally activated althowgh
about 200 more guys were still en route from the states to
give us a Full complement of officers and EM
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Maturally, the platcons needed ©o De reorganized
somewhat, since we had something like 13 gunships and ondy
seven slicks, which wasn't exactly what Special Foroes had in
mind. We formed a gun platoon and a shck platoon to fy for

Delta, and anothed shick platoon which flew mostly
Fheand-trash for Special Foroes camps all over tha country,
&% well as spock missions for the ClA

| was assigned Do the gun platoon, starting out as the
copllot for the platoon leader, Captain Joe Thurston. The
pther original 2875t gunnies were Lt vic Donnell from: the
145th and WO Ron Palascak from the Fangs. Sgt. Buckalew
was the platoon sergeant and some of the originad crew
members wore Don Perrin, Goff, Agnew and Bitde, who
cliaimed Do B2 the workd's ugliest man and was probably rnght,
Ar first, we used the 145th gunship calissan, "Husky™, which
Fon and | thowght was a piece of crap. OF course, we wanted
Fang, but most of the guys from the 6th Fatoon were iy
ing spook missions and still using their individual Fang
numbers. Within a few weeks, Donnell and Thurston both
DEROSed and we had picked up some new gilats, iIncludng
Ed Carty and Jim Leach from the 15t Cav, Cary 0°'Conmor From
the 145th, and Captain Lynn Colernan from the states who
Was the new platoon leader. AL last, It was time U DIck a few
Ccallshgn

A frew Saeshary wew of ieonam

The pllots gathered in the bar at the Special Forces of
ficor's club, knowing that it would not be possible to select
the suitable callsign if we were anywhere near sober. | don't
remember what the suggestions were (n fact, | don't
remember much at all about that night after the first few
rounds but | do know that we Failed to come up with anything
we liked. When we woke up the following afternoon, one of
the hajors was complaining that an enlisted man had painted
somathing on the side of & gunship and he wanted it removed
rght aévay, Since we were supposed (0 be a oovert and sneaky
kind of wnit that dedn't hawve identifying pictures on the
hehcopters. & few of us walked over 00 the Flight ling where
we found one of the creswcheets (| think it was Bitle, but I'm
mat surel admiring his artwork, He had painced a great car-
toon wolf, smoking a cigar, on one of the doors and had writ-
ten "WOLFPACK™ above it The rest 5 history.

A couple of montns passed, and the company Sl didn't
have a callsign, During that time, the non-Fangs slicks actual
Iy used those ridiculous callsigns that the Army pulblished in
the S0, which had lots of Ls and RS because the W weren't
supposed to b able to pronounce thase very well. Believe
it or mat, they actually used Level Chisel” for one entire opera:
tion. The slick drivers hated those callsigns, and weren't too
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happy about being snickered at by the Woifpack ethor,
Maturadly, the Majors came up with a sciution. They told the
Wolfpack to start using Army callsigns, also, We just ignored
that fine plece of adwice and after awhile they quit trying
to enforce it Finally, the CD asked everyone to submit sug-
QEStionS for a callsign in wiiting and, in the grand tradition
of field grade officers everywhere, formed a committee to
pick a name for the unit. | don't know wiho was on that com-
mittes, But it must have had somse WOs and EM, bacause thay
picked "Intruders” and, as we all know, It was a good one,

50 what happended to Fang? As near a5 anyone could tell,
when Captain Jack Dahill (Fang &) DEROSed in Movember "66,
the calisign went home with him. How about Iroguois? That
was the original name the Army gave to the U1 and the
145th Platoon had been the first unit in country to get them,
sametime in 62 oF ‘65, | thirk. But let's face it AUHY k5 a
Huey, not an “Irodgucis”, AFter we arrived im Nha Trang, no
o, Ot avwen the 145th guys, wanted to keep that callsign

i don't know how “Bandit™ and “Rat Pack™ got started.
That was after my thme

—



AC
By DUANE BRUDVIC

In Dctaber of 1963 we wers working with Propect Deita at
My Lot YWe wore staying at a Marnine base in Quang Trl and
flying out every moming to the AD

Ome morming we wore just landing wien Charbe dropped
MOTLars on US. \We Saw EXplossons Near our Coeratons tent
and along the strip!

We were a flight of two gunships and we decided to get
out of thene quick. Just a5 we started down the strip, AC, one
of our dogs, came running toward 004, She jumped in anad
we took offi

After flying around and looking for the tubes, we decided
it was a waste of time, 5o we neaded back. | looked down at
AC and she was sleeping peacefully on the floor of the ship
She krew it was safer in the ar than on the ground

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

All of you who volunteered at the last reunion to heip
Tubby Muane Brudvigl IaCate people for our roster, please
contact him at:

B208 sumter Avenue N

Brooklyn Park, MN 55445
1-612-425-0759

Mini - Reunion 19301

When: July 20, 21, 22

Where Washington, D.C.
The Compri Hoted (703 S60-9500

Interested:  Contact _
Jim Bailey
9502 Rodling Uaks
Tamball, TX 77375
Phone: (7131 2552288

The 281st Intruders Newsletter
c/o Dean Roesner

494 Woodcliff Dr.

Redding, CA., 96003

TO:

UNIT PATCHES

Bob George would ke to have an Intruder and
Walfpack patch. Does aryone have extras? You can con
tact him at:

Rd. #4, Box 4020
East Stroudsburg, PA 18301
1-717-421-2981

If there is enough Interest in the patches, maybe we oould
have a batch of new ones made. Does amyone have contacts
wiho could do thisT s anyone interested in new patches? Let

e know.
REUNION #3

We have used 5t Louks and San Frandisco for our st and
Znd rewnions. How about the East for the third? Possibily
Washington DC7? Both the Smithsonian and Vietnam
Memarial are there. Or how about Boston? A kot of history
started there. Send me a line if you have a preference for
4 place and date. Alo, vwe will need voluntesrs in the area
o hiEp orgsnize ke oe Billtzke oid at the st one. Please
step forsard. Femember no volunDeers, No reunion

An "ol of S Eubonsteton S0 the e ERat wan anrsiul iseryone
wadd hacks




