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THE MEANING OF THE VARIOUS PARTS OF THE 281ST CREST ARE AS FOLLOWS:

-==~""""''HE, TORCH AND STARS REPRESENT OUR IDEAS, FREEDOM AND LIIERTY; THE HELICOPTER

IS THE INSTRUMENT WE USE TO PROTECT AND FOSTER THESE G)A"3y YHELL FROM ABOVE®

IS WHAT OUR ADVERSARIES CAN EXPECT WHEN THEY THREATEN 0l ALLIES OF OURSELVES
AND VYINTRUDERS" IS OUR OPERATIONAL CALL SIGN.
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DEPARTYEIT OF THE ARMY
RI1ST AVIATION OCPATY (ASSAULT MELICOPTER)
10T% AVIATIC. "LITALIOW (Cf:734T)
AFC SAN FRANCISCO 96240

UHIT EISTORY FOR THE YEAR 1S69
FOAWARD

The 2%1st Aviction Company (L:seult Feliedpter) wes first rvloced on the rolls of
the Arry on 6 Octorer 1965, It wes activeted on 7 Oetober 1965 at Fort
Be. ning, Georgle Ly pare 1, Cenerel Order 313, Third 1 Army,

The 4%3r% Trans-orteticn Det:ichment wes also c-mst tuds?l on 6 October 1965,
and activated at Fort Benning, Georgia on 7 October 1955 by the same General Order,

The history of the 499th Signal Delachment goes back o 10 October 194/ when
the unit was constituded in the Arry of the United States as the 3490th Signal
Service Detachment. . Z1 April 1945 it was redesignn ed as the 3499th Signal
Equipment Installation Detachment., On 6 October 1965 <he unit was redesignated
as the 499th Signal Detachment and activated at Fort Beuning, Georgia on 7
October 1965,

These Detachments were attached to the 2813t Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter’
for all purposes by para 2, General Order 36, 10th Avistion Crofip, dated 7

October 1965, The 281st Aviation Compay was & ..ched to the 44th Aviation
Battalion primarily for training, POR qualifications, end preparation for
over-seas movement, At that time it was designated tho 281st Aviation Companmy (AML)
(~), composed of a headquarters platoon and service pletoon, This is less the t
three flight platoons normally a part of a full TOE Aviation Company.
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JANUARY 1969

Startigg January 1 and ending 28 Januvary 1969 1 28let Aviation Compenys main
migsion was supporting MACV Reconio School. Baslcally the mission

was the Insertion of IRRP Teams, and Providing Logistical support.

During the operation on 21 Jenuary 1969 four (4) aircraft received heavy fire.
One of the Recondo personnsl was wounded and died laser that evening,

Durine the operations *ho 2313t Aviation Company (4s3ault Hellcopter) had
four (4) aricraft damored, Durines this month the 231st Aviation Company
(Assault Helicopter) commited four (/) wireraft to tne 268th Combat Aviation
Battalion at Phu Hiep. Gunship training was conduct:d daily and consisted of
both armament systems and tactics utilizing free fire zones, OJT continued in

the use of rope ladders repelling and Maguire rigs.



FEBRUARY 1969

On 17 February 1969 Major Ellie E. Lyan assumec » ymmand of the 28lst Avi-tdon
Company (Lssault Helicopter) from lajor Andrew J Hller Jr.. Two other
sugnifficant changes took place in the chuin of .«widad as Captain Robert E.
Timmerman left the company 2nd Captain Micheel S. Gocdman assumed the

Execntive Officer position from 1 February 1969 {nn 28 February 1969, The
og81st Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter) support.¢ B~55 (sF), 5th Special
Forces Group, IDC, MACV Recondo and Ath Infantry Division.. OAT18 Februaly 1969
o UH-1H was lost due to enemy action southwest of Pin Hiosp. The crewchief was
KIA and the other three creumembers were geriously injured in the crash.

The AC and gunner were medivaced to the States and tho pilot returned to dutye
On 2/ February 1969 the Nha Trang, airfield substaine! two morter attacks, Ti:.
82MM rounds were received in the o31st Avistion Comyany (Assault Helicopter)
area, Owe UH-1C received moderate damage in the attack, no personnel were

injured., In both attacks a light fire team from Wolf Pack was utilized,



Tho month »f March 1969 wes a month of little suyvaficance, The company
spent the entire month supporting Recondo and 5+1 ‘pecial Forces Group ,
and Coastal Support Missions. An agressive traixz! iy nrogram was initated,
both within and without the 'mit. Much valuable exn:rience was gained

by newly assigned aviators and crews while participeting in Recondo type
training in support of 5th Special Forces Group. Aleo ingtructions were
given by the 28lst Aviation Corpany (Asgault Helico tor) personnel to these -
wits in the employment of electiic rescue hoists ard other specialized
cquipment. The company experienced an aireraft accidont on 29 March 1969,
A UH~-1H was lost south of Phu Hiep due to an engine frilure., The pilot
was admitted to the 9lst Evacuation Hospital with a lwceration on the chin

and & back injury.



AFRIL 1969

During the month of April 1969 the 28lst Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter )
supported project Delta on op: utim Cass Park at o forward operational

base in I Corps., Operating from the Forward Operat caal Base were the Secon-
Flight Platoon and Armed Flatoon. The First Lift Pictoon was left at the

Base Camp to provide support to the units in the cosg¢bal Nha Trang, Area.

Approximatcely 125 men were sent forward to the Forwnrd Operational Bese. Even
thodgh the service platoon and operational section were split and thinly
manned, operating out of two locations, maintenance romained at a high level
and both operations performed smoothly., The new Aviators who were assigned
to the unit during the month of April were left at Base Camp for orientation
flights and special flight training, These aviators were initially assigned
to the flight platoon at the rean base were later assigned to appropriate
flight platoonse During the month of Aprll two aircraft were lost by this

unit while working with Project Dclta in I Corps, no L'ves were 105t



MAY 1969

During the month of May 1969 the 281st Aviation U pany (A~snult Heliccort o’
continued to support "Project Delta! in operatior Cass Park, The forward
operational base was moved from Hue/Phu Bai to A >z at the lst of the month
and operation Cass Park I was initiated, During the relocation of the FOB the
ond Lift Platoon was rotated wiith the lst, The scivice platoon and operations
section remained split and functioned efriciently at both the FOB and the

Base arca, Avintion support was also rendered to Mi(V, RECONDO, IDC, and WHRID

during the month of May,

In Moy the 281lst Avistion Company (Assault Helicopter was awarded the Navy
Unit Commendation Medal for action with Project Delta in support of a combined
arms operations in the I corps area. Admiral Ilanagea, Deputy Commander of Naval
Forces in RVN, presented the award to Major Lynn, Ccamnanding Officer of the
291st Avie _i. Company (Assault Helicopter). Brigsdisy General Burdett,
Commanding General of the 1lst Aviantion Brigdde, Colonc¢l Mahone, Commanding
Officer of the 17th Avietion Group (Combat) Colonel Ai on, Commanding officer

of the 5th Special Forces Gromp (Abn) and Ceptain Heiéerson, Commanding

Officer of the Cam Raigh Naval Air Facility, witnessed the presentation.



.JUNE 1969

noety Bhe oo o o oopany (Assaul® Helicopter) in support of
Project Delta on operation Cass Park, 0On 8 June 1069, Phasc T .4 II of
operation Cass Park. During the poriod between phase I and II the first flignt
pletoon was rotrted with the 2nd Flicht Platoon, On 2 June 1969, the 281st
Avietion Company (Assault Helicopter) received anotho: corritment of three (3)
UH-1H and two (2) UH~1C's to sup:ort the 179th Aviaticn Company in their

opercstions in the An Son arca,

Support of the Vinh Son Orphannge was continued by thz 291st Aviction Company
(Lssault Helicopter) during this time., Approcimately :i200,00 wes collected
for the orphanage along with 10 boxes of clothing and /4 boxes of toys from
the families and men of the 27%1st Aviation Company (As3ault Helicopter).

A1l the fire extinguishers throughout the orphanage werc checked by roluntec:

workers from the 28lst Avintion Company (Assault Heliccpter)s



JULY 1969

July startci with the corpletion of Crsx ‘ark I7 (Project Delta,, Ls soon as
everybody gob ~djusted to Nhe Trang living cenditi:us ve receiv .3 x com itwon®
of A P11 and 5 UH=1C holicens »e for Projeet Delta  the pliew of the Forwa: !
Operetionrl Base is tre dnp*h-ra L Corps tactical arci where thev were backed
up by the Marines, During tne mouth o company supro-ted IDC, MACV RECONDO

School and Various other units.

On 12 July 1969 the 28lst Avi~tion Company (Assault Holicopter) was presented
the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with Palm by Major Gea Quang of the VNSF.
The award was glve. for performance with Project Delte ‘rom June of 1966 to
May 1969. Attending the ceremony were Colonel Mehone, Sormanding Officer of
the 17th Aviation Group (Combat), Colonel Rheault, Cormanding Officer of the
5th Special Forces Group {(Abn), and LTC Stanlcy, Comm:niling Officer cf the

10th Aviation Battalion (Combat).

Support of thc Vinh Son Orphanage continued by our corp:iy. Twenty boxee of
clothing were received for the fa ilies of the men of ti: 231st Aviation
Company (Lssault Helicopter) in addition $181.00 was ol lected from the men

for the orphanagc,
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AUGUST 1969

August 1969 seemed to follow the foorsteps of Julr 1imited missicns with
hardly sny crnumy contact. The uw r at this point cuems to be on the decline &

far as enemy action is conccrnod,

On 2 Avgust 1969 Mejor George W. Little assumed comrid of the 28lst Aviation
Company (Assault Helicopter) from Major Ellie E. Lyna.

The 281st Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter) agaia supported MACV Recondo
School training the LRRP's in utilization of the helicopter. We also supported
the other various units in and around the Nha Trong erca.

Operation "3-69" which startcdat the end of July 1969, ended phase I on the 28th
of August 1969. The lst Flight Platoon and the 3rd Flight Platoon returned

to home basc for a stand-down while the 2nd Flight Piatoon prepared to replace
the 1st Flight Platoon in the operating base. Extensive training wes giwen to
the pilots who were not yet qualified as aircraft commanders in an effort

to qualify thege pilots to fill the vacancies of the d:parting aricraft

. Cormanders. Great strides wore made in this area as well as in other areas

of avistion training in the 231st Aviation Company ({s:ault Helicopter). such

as Co-pilot training and instructor pilot training,
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5. SPTEMBER 1969

During the ionth of Sentember 1949 the 281st Avm Cr (Aslt Hel) supported
"Project Delta' on Opervetion nz-69" Phase 11, which vegan on 8 Sepbember
1969, The 28D Tlizht Platoon and the 3RD Ilight »latoon operated out of the
the FOB cech deye Due to the closemess and seourity of Queng Tri, the
pilote end crey moved to that locotion. Lhe crews 0T 1P at 0470 hours
each doy to errive at lni Loc before firgt light and etayed until darke
Fhings pob extremely ot & lew times end on one mission, three aircralt

were relerged for one time flight to maintcnance becavee of extensive damage

done to tie aircraft from enemy fires

e firgt {light platoon took over support in Nha Tran3 vy supporting

units: 5th SFG (Aon), IDC, MACV Recondo School, IFFV, DUA II Corps, ROK
Traoining, 5th ALC, 5/22 Artillery, 4th Infan try Division, and 2% ARVN Divisiona
The flying tinme picked up considerably this month with a great deal of the
flying being done in the Ben lie Thout area. At this time the company was

in dire need of pilots
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OCOTBER 1969

In October 1965 the 281st Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter) "INTRUDERS"
supported Project Delta on nperation 13.69" Fhage II (Trojan Horse II) and

Phase IIT (Trojan Horse ITI), Phase IT terminated i 2 October 1969 and Phasc

TTT gtarted on 11 October 1969. Both operations were conducted from the same
op.rational base, The Wolf Pack and Bandit Flights rsturned to home base upon
termination of Phase II, During the 14 day break tha 28lst Aviation Company
(Assault Helicopter) provided Aviation supeort to lo3-1 units. The First Platoor
and the Thrid Flight Platoon departed for the FOB on 14 October 1969 to start
Phasc III, The Bandits remained at this location to support other units

of thc IT Corp area,

The MLCV Recondo School hepan its training on 16 October 1969, with the
UBANDITSY as the avi-tion support. During the four cay field operation

there were five emergency extrrctions two of which were accomplighed at night,
A1l were accomplished with the type of profossionalism jemanded by the 10th
Avintion Battolicn (Combat) and synonymous of the offic :rs and ren of this

unite



CVaTEh 1969
During the fir., ., hall of .lovember the 'ITTRUDS! continued to ~rovide support
"PROJECT DELIAY o operation " 3-G9 M Fhase LL3 (% 0JAN HORSEL), Oa 7 Vovember
1069, MQJQT Gg@?ram Allen M,'Bgr@ett Jr.y Tet Aviation Brigade Commandig General
Visiﬁé;fa 1 “ WOBIS and was briefed o he Aviation support rol: i conjunction wita

Delta Cperations. Trojan orse Iil torminated field oper: tiong on 11 November 1949,

The 2nd Flight Platoon, "BAIDITSY remained in the ha Trcr~ area to provide support
for units in centrcl II Corps. On the evening of 4 Noverler 1969 a UH~TH was re-
ported overdue while in a flight from BAM ME THOUT to Nhe Mrang and presumed down in
the vincinity of the DUC MY PASS, An aserial scarch was initiatced at first light on
5 November 1949, As many as gix aircraft per day from our company and other units
(92nd, 48th and 183 Aviation Company) were employed in the search which lasted until
9 November 1969, with no trace of either the aircraft or the crew, The crew was

as follows: AC~WO1 Alford; P- WO1 Cavender; CE-SP4 Warej; G-SP4 Klimo,

With all elements of the com any rejoined in the ¥ha Trang crea on 16 November 1969,
all aviation capibilities were dirceted in support of the B: PRAG-DUC LAP area

e e

defense, despite marginal woather conditions and enemy grouid fire, An armcd 77 »
PACK" UE~1C wag shot down by ocnemy fire near DUC LAP Camp. All crew members were re-
ssqued unharmed, despite spending 30 minutes on the ground ongaged in a Pight with

enemy forces who surrounded bthe airecraft,
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DECEMEER 1969

The £t two vooks of Decemboer woro dedicated to the resupnly aad gunship
sun ort of BU PRANG AJD DUC LAP . Preparetion was then made for operation
NYRLIOW RISRO M with PROJICT DELY A, with oncrations commencing on 2 Daocomber
1909, out of tho Forward Oporations Base, A1l clem:nts rejoined in NHA TRANG

in time for new years eve,

The "BANDITS! continued to supnort the Units in the Yha Trang arca and COns

‘finued to their job at DUC LAF anc BU~PRAIG; For the remaining portioa of

the month, support wes provoided for three Major Conbat Assaulis involving

ROZ FPORCES in the IHA TRLG and MIVH HOA areas.

The latter nart of the month was devoted to less war oriented pursuits,
evarvone looked forward to XMAS packages from Home, and a few days relamation,
We had a very important mission on the 24th, Our assignment was to transport
an oddly dressed individual from 2 classified location to an orphansge in NHA
TRALIG, There he distributed gifte and good choor to a group of less fortunate
children, The operation wag an unequaled success and aided in closing out an

T

eventful and successeful year for the 281st Aviation Company (Assarl®





