UEY helicopters swoop down from

treciop level, swirling foose brush
and dint i all directions. One flares and
settles near the wind-swept ground. The
jungle lurks 20 meters away. Inside th
ship, taut, camoutlaged faces app
Thumbs rest alone MI6 sclectors; fingers
caress triggers. Eves search the jungle wall
as muscles tense n anticipation

“Go.
suited men leap from the skids of the hov
ing Huey. beginning a race 10 the wood line
When the last man is clear, the watching
pilot pulls pitch and the Huey recis toward
the sky while the doorgunner trains his M60
on the dwindling jungle

This typical class-day exercise of the
MACY (Military Assistance Command-
Vietnam) Recondo School illustrates the
training methods which created combat sol-
diers during the Vietnam-War ¢era. The
schaol combined the reality of combat with
raming 1o adapt o different tactical situa-
nons. At the Recondo School. the final
exam, a real five-day combat operation,
could mean life or death

The school was the result of a young
soldier's experiences on the Nazi-oceupied
Normandy coast during the waning summer
months of 1944 Impressed by efforts of the
10151 Airbome Division and the 1st Special
Service Force. by 1958 that young soldier,
William C. Westmoreland., would establish
the first formal Army school strictly en
gaged in training for long-range reconnaiss-
ance and commando tactics

As carly as 1955, feasibility studies (called
Operation Sagebrush) were performed a1 Ft.
Bragg. N.C.. 1o test roop inseruon by heli-
copter Rickery H-34 belicopters moved a few
small patrols from the newly-formed SKY
CAV unit no farther than 50 miles, Patrols
were inserted and extracted from battlefield
arcas unsuited 1o airbome operations. This
pioncer aimmohile test showed the worth of
“'Extend Ground Reconnaissance.’” The
Army, however, did not vet recogmize its need
for airmobile aperations

Westmorel
the importance of unconventional small-
umit tactics to perform special Tations in
4 conventional war, enhsted the support of
MAJ Lewis L. Millet. s Korean War Medal
of Honar recipient. and thy en helped
establish the Army’s rmal reconde
school This two-week tr
at Ft. Campbell. Ky . home of the 101st
Atrborne Division. gave the 101st trooper
reconnaissance and patrolling expenience
ates were authorized 10 wear a broad
black and white. downward-pointi
arrowhead V symbalizing woodlore, or the
troaper’s abiliry
by ar
ates became known by
condo

Although unconvennie
way of life in Southeast Asiz, muially in the
Vietnam War line-unit
often sacnificed 10 the body

vnmanders sent them into

shouts the team leader. Six tiger

nd, who believed strongl

o

s

ing

wrse

~drop transport. day

| warfare was a

when division

enemy seclors o Itrators, turm
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