
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From your President – Don Budlong 

 
n October 7, 2016 at approximately 10:00 am at 
Meadows Parade Field at Ft. Bragg, NC, a 

ceremony will commence.  At that ceremony, U.S. 
Army Special Operations Command will dedicate a 
plaque honoring the 281st Assault Helicopter 
Company as the Army’s First Special Operations 
Helicopter Company.  Some of you reading this may 
not realize it, but this is a “very big deal”!  Everyone 
who served in the 281st should make every attempt 
to attend this dedication ceremony.  This honor, this 
acknowledgement by the Army is for every single 
member of the 281st, regardless of rank or job 
description. 
 

 
 
I read a book entitled “Get It On” by Keni Thomas, 
former Army Ranger who was on the “Blackhawk 
Down” mission in Somalia in the 90’s.  He was a 
member of B Company, 3rd Ranger Battalion, 75th 
Ranger Regiment which was part of a larger 
operation called Task Force Ranger (TFR).  Their 
mission was to hunt down war lords in Somalia.  In 
addition to Rangers, other assets in TFR included 
Army Special Forces, Delta Operators, Navy Seals 
and their air assets were the 160th Special 
Operations Air Regiment.  On the 7th of October, it 
will become official that the 281st AHC was the 
forerunner of the 160th Night Stalkers. 
 
At one point in his book, Thomas said, “TFR was a 
little over 400 strong, the bulk of which was force 
support – mechanics, electricians, operations, POL, 
medics, avionics, cooks, armorers, intel and  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 staff.  The list goes on and on.  It takes about 3 
support folks to send one fighting man into battle.  
No matter how great you are with a weapon, you 
can’t get where you need to be without help.” 
 
That’s the way it is now and that’s the way it was in 
the 281st.  Everyone had to show up for work day 
after day and do their job, whatever it happened to 
be, so that the mission could be accomplished.  So 
on October 7th, everyone who served in the 281st  
should be at Ft. Bragg, Fayetteville, NC.  The Army 
will officially say thank you to every individual 
member of the 281st for being part of the Army’s 
First Special Operations Helicopter Company.  I hope 
to see y’all in North Carolina. 
 

From your VEEP and 2016 Reunion 
Chairman – Will McCollum 

 
he 2016 Intruder Reunion is shaping up to be 
among the best yet.  Based on hotel pre-

registration more of your fellow intruders and their 
families will attend the 2016 reunion than ever 
before.  Make your plans to attend today and bring 
the family.  I assure you that you will forever be glad 
that you came. 
 
I knew that planning an event like this would be a bit 
hectic and time-consuming, but it is more than I 
anticipated.  I now have a greater appreciation for 
those who planned our meetings in the past. Yet, as 
it is now coming together, I am very much enjoying 
the process. This is not a one-man operation. It takes 
a team effort to make it happen and we have a great 
team. What an honor it is to be a part of the 281st 
AHC association and especially a member of the 
executive board. 
 
There have been a number of requests to have the 
writers of stories in our book present for a book 
signing.  We will make that happen. 
 
I have the privilege of introducing our speakers for 
both Friday and Saturday evening. Friday evening we 
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have a great friend of the 281st as one of our 
speakers, Tom Ross, a former member of 5th Special 
Forces Detachment A-502.  Also, a former Warrant 
Officer with "Wolfpack," retired Navy Vice Admiral 
John "Ed" Boyington, will be one of our guest 
speakers. 
 
Saturday evening our guest speaker will be Joseph L. 
Galloway, one of America’s premier war and foreign 
correspondents for half a century, recently retired as 
the senior military correspondent for Knight Ridder 
Newspapers. 
 
Please make your reservations soon, the DoubleTree 
is filling up fast and we are currently arranging for an 
overflow hotel.  To get your special rate use code 
"AHC." The hotel phone number is 910-323-8282. 
 
At the end of this Newsletter you will find the 
Reunion Registration Form.  Complete the form as 
instructed and return it to Fred Beck, our treasurer, 
at the address on the form.  Or you can go to our 
website www.281st.com and click on the Reunion 
link on the home page and download the form. 
 

THE Book – “Above the Best” 
 

arly sales of our book, “Above the Best”, has 
exceeded any expectation we had.  By the time 

you are reading this, Jay Hays will have shipped 
more than 1,000 books.  Kudos to Jay and his staff in 
Ohio that have filled the book orders with the speed 
of the best on-line book seller.  Jay did this all while 
enduring serious knee issues which he hopefully is 
tending to now.  With that said, below is just some 
of the feedback we have received about the book. 
 
I am Linda Alvarado, wife of SP5 Albert Alvarado Sr.  I 
received the book "Above The Best" and was so 
moved by the book and the remembrance of my 
husband Albert.  I miss him terribly. 
 
The one thing that moved my heart was that Albert 
always talked about the 281st and would have loved 
to read this book.  My heart sank because I could see 
him so excited over this book.  I loved Albert with all 
my heart.  We were married for 45 years but knew 
him for 47 years.   I was and am so very proud of his 
serving our country along with so many other men.  I 
have great regard and honor to all of you who served 
in the 281st. 

 

May God bless you all and be with the families who 
lost their loved ones through the years. Thank you. 
 

From Linda Alvarado 
 
Please pass on with my gratitude for the excellent 
job done on the book. I knew little of the history of 
the unit prior to my arrival in early 1968 and have 
blocked out much of what happened while I was 
there. 
  
I will absorb a little at a time and it will help me 
explain what I did over there, something that has 
been nearly impossible to verbalize up to now. I even 
blocked out that Don (Torrini) was put in for the 
MOH.  He was the greatest pilot of all of us. I was 
pleased to have been trained by him and to be the in 
country orientation pilot when he rotated out. 
  
Again, thank everyone who worked so hard put this 

together.   I am only sorry I didn’t feel I had anything 
worth to add, so I submitted nothing.  
 

From Hugh Albright – Rat Pack 11 
 
When the book first arrived, I felt that there would 
be some interest beyond my immediate Family, but 
not what has really happened. The book has sparked 
interest with folks that had no contact with the 
281st. I placed the first two copies outside of 
my immediate family with the local college here in 
Chambersburg. The response was immediate and 
very positive. The Chief Librarian has read the book 
and placed the book on the recommended reading 
list for the staff, faculty and students at the college. I 
was asked if I would give a book talk at the library in 
the fall and also, could I provide two more copies of 
the book for the college.  
 
My family doctor, the minister at our church and the 
Jr. ROTC Commander at the High School in 
Gettysburg where my Grandkids attend school have 
purchased a copy of the book.  
 
The most common comment about the stories has 
been "I never knew we had such an operation going 
on in Vietnam. This is a really fascinating and 
different account of the Vietnam War." Everyone has 
commented on the wide range of stories and 
the personal approach to the stories and events 
covered. 
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The book may not be totally perfect, but it 
represents progression as a special operations unit in 
a unique fashion. 
 

From Lou Lerda, Service Platoon Ldr, 1966 
 

What Does Jack Mayhew and the Book 
Committee have to say? 
 

e are pleased that so many of you have taken 
the time to respond to "Above the Best" and 

we welcome your comments.  As you may know Will 
McCollum spent most of three years collecting your 
stories, in some cases helping to rewrite them, and 
putting the book together.  Please understand that 
he had help in the form of the Book Committee 
which started out with four members and as we 
went along several new members were recruited. 
Sadly, during the process we lost two of the initial 
members, Jack Green and Bob Mitchell 
 
For the most part comments concerning your book 
have been positive.  However, we have received 
input from a few unhappy Intruders.  So that those 
of you who are less than pleased will clearly 
understand the process, it was the Book Committee 
who made decisions as to what went into the book 
and in some cases how much editing was done.  Our 
goal was simple; we set out to produce a book that 
highlighted the history and strengths of the 281st as 
well as the team work that went into making it a 
great unit.  The Book Committee solicited input for 
the book from everyone that served in the units that 
made up the 281st, without regard to rank or duty 
position. Will received stories from individuals who 
served at various times throughout the life of the 
units. Most were accepted and Will worked with the 
individuals to make sure their story fit into the 
theme and flow of the book. However, we did reject 
a few stories that were personal in nature and did 
not complement the spirit of team work that we 
were striving for.  These decisions were made by the 
Book Committee after discussions with Will.  
 
A big factor in the production of the book was cost. 
Most of us would rather have a book with large print 
but as font size was increased so was the size of the 
book and its cost. The same factor applied to 
printing the title on the hard cover.  Thus we elected 
to go with a soft dust cover in full color that 
emphasized the various functions of the unit.  
 

As to cost; your Association funded the book and will 
be reimbursed from the proceeds of the book sales.  
Will McCollum is the author of the book and as such 
did the yeoman’s worked associated with developing 
the book. From the start your Book Committee 
understood that the book and all rights to it 
belonged to the Intruder Association.  In that regard 
Will formally transferred ownership of the book to 
the Association. The only funds Will has received 
from the Association were reimbursements for funds 
he spent in getting the book editing and publishing 
functions started. Will insisted on buying his own 
copies of the book.    
 
If you have read the book and liked it, please let Will 
know at WillDanMac@yahoo.com or 319-239-
5529. If there was anything you did not like, please 
let the book committee know at 
intruder06@me.com,  or 410-721-1675.  The odds 
are great that we, the Book Committee, are the ones 
who are the source of any displeasure, not Will. 
 
Last but not least.  If we left your name or that of 
one of your friends or family members off of one of 
the rosters or lists, please forgive us and send us the 
information so that we may correct the roster.  As 
you may know getting a complete and accurate 
roster of those who served in the unit has been an 
ongoing project for several years. We currently have 
a very long list of individuals who served in the unit 
who we have not been able to make contact with.  
 
Those of us that served on the Book Committee 
sincerely thank each of you that contributed your 
stories to the book.  We are also indebted to the 
Intruder Association and its Executive Board for 
letting us work on this project and for their support 
during the very long process. We especially thank 
Will for doing an outstanding job as our author and 
we sincerely thank his lovely wife Peggy for allowing 
us into their home for the past three years.  I’m sure 
I speak for everyone who worked on the project 
when I say that this was a true labor of love by all 
who participated.  
 
To order copies of the 281st AHC Book "Above The 
Best" please contact Jay Hayes at 330-392-2278 or 
by email at  jhays@haysenterprises.com. 
 
Thanks Book Committee Members - Jack Green*, 
Bob Mitchell*, Jack Mayhew, Brian Paine, Will 
McCollum, Marilyn Paine, Jim Baker, Joan Baker, Lou 
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Lerda, Karen Heintz-Forcht, & Jay Hays. You did 
good! 
*Passed away before the book’s completion. 
 

The Scholarship Program  
 

e currently have six outstanding students who 
are receiving our 281st John Mayhew 

Memorial Scholarship.  All six achieved well above a 
3.0 GPA for their fall, 2015 semester.  These students 
are to borrow the title of our book, “Above the 
Best”.  The essays they wrote for their application 
speak well of their scholarship, extra-curricular 
activities, patriotism and profound respect for their 
relative who served proudly in the 281st AHC.  Please 
encourage your nieces, nephews, children, and 
grandchildren to complete the application forms 
posted on our webpage, www.281st.com.   Submit 
completed applications by July 1, 2016 to: Dr. Karen 
Heintz Forcht, 1715 Dunleith Way, Greensboro, NC  
27455.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at 
kforcht@elon.edu or 336-638-7544. 
 
Many of you made generous contributions in Bob 
Mitchell’s memory after his recent passing.  Bob 
served on the Scholarship Committee for many 
years.  We will miss him. 
 

Please consider making a Scholarship contribution 
with your Reunion Registration or send check made 
payable to the 281st Scholarship Fund directly to: 
Walt Pikul, Treasurer, Post Office Box 41035, 
Fayetteville, NC  28304. 

 
For complete scholarship details, please go to our 
Association website at http://goo.gl/URU4tD . 
 

By Karen Heintz-Forcht 
Scholarship Committee Secretary 
 

Sr. Member @ Large – Bain Black 

 
Spring will soon be a memory as dog-days of 
summer replace the near perfect weather here in 
NC. I am a native of this great state. Well, almost a 
native since I moved to NC with my parents when I 
was 3. My dad’s side of the family has lived here for 
generations. 
 

If the Reunion will be your first experience in North 
Carolina, you might be interested in a few facts 
about the state. Population is about 10 Million, 
making NC the 9th most populous state. The state 
has three distinctive topographies: Coastal, 
Piedmont and Mountains. As you would expect, 
weather varies with elevation. The coast is quite 
warm and the mountains are cool in the summer 
and cold in winter. Temperatures in Asheville to the 
West are about the same as central NJ. Our capital is 
Raleigh, a little more than an hour north of 
Fayetteville. The largest city is Charlotte in the West 
and Wilmington is a beautiful port city. North of 
Wilmington is the Outer Banks, a chain of islands 
connected by ferries and highway 12. Storms along 
the coast gave this area the title of “Graveyard of the 
Atlantic.” Shipwrecks abound, including many Nazi 
U-boats and Blackbeard’s Queen Anne’s Revenge. 
 
Fayetteville lies along the shelf between the 
Piedmont (red clay) and Coastal Plain (sandy). 
October daily temperatures average 74 degrees as a 
high and a low of 50 degrees. Total rainfall averages 
3” in the month. If averages mean anything, weather 
should be perfect for our Reunion. 
 
If you plan to do some sightseeing before or after 
the reunion, here are some suggestions. Raleigh has 
all the things expected in a capital city. There are 
government buildings, museums, universities, etc. If 
you want to visit the NC coast, the Outer Banks are a 
must see. The ferry rides are great and Hatteras 
Lighthouse is a national landmark. Kitty Hawk is on 
the upper end of the islands, and there is a good 
museum dedicated to the Wright Brothers. NC’s 
slogan is “First in Flight. 
 
If you have the time, my #1 recommendation this 
time of the year is Asheville and the surrounding 
mountains. The Blue Ridge Parkway is one of the 
most beautiful driving experiences in the country, 
rivaling Pacific Coast Highway in CA. The highest 
elevation east of the Mississippi River is Mount 
Mitchell, about 30 minutes from Asheville on the 
Parkway. The views this time of the year are 
remarkable from the observatory on Mount 
Mitchell.  People travel from all over the country to 
experience the changing of the leaves and mid-
October is the best time. Crowds are generally light 
during the week, but I would make hotel 
reservations. Asheville is a fun town with a plethora 
of craft breweries and good food.  
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So, there is a short overview of your 2016 Reunion 
destination and some suggested spots to visit. 
Welcome to the Tar Heel State! 
 

 
The Wall in Washington, D.C Photo by Frank Little 
 

The Moving Wall “Moved” a 4th Grade 
Class by Susan Houston 

 
 few years ago, I was still teaching 4th grade in 
Carlsbad, NM.  The Moving Wall was scheduled 

for a visit to our town.  My students knew about 
Richard and the 281st because he often visited my 
classroom and the kids just really loved hearing 
about helicopters.  Richard had shared the video, 
"Shadow of the Blade" with the class.  I asked my 
principal if I could take the students to visit the wall. 
 She approved the field trip, but said there was no 
money for buses.  I told the students and they said 
“no problem, Mrs. Houston, we will walk”.  It was 
about a mile to the site.  The other two 4th grade 
teachers and I walked the kiddos to the area.  There 
were about 75 students and 6 adults.  I had 
explained the tradition of making a pencil shading of 
names on the wall.  I had given each child a name of 
someone in the 281st that was either MIA or KIA. 

 
When we arrived, the people running the program 
told us to take a seat on the side of a small hill in the 
back of the view area.  It was a warm sunny day and 
we were sitting in the sand on a hill.  Kids were 
excited just to be there.  The program was mostly 
honoring the Carlsbad Boys who were on the wall. 
 It’s a small town and kids knew some of the 
veteran's families'; it was such a touching ceremony 
and day. 
 
Just as the program was ending, there was a flyover 
of helicopters.  The shadow of their flyover crossed 
over my class.  The kids were in AWE.  We all had 
tears because it was so meaningful.  Several kids 
stated to me that "now I get it"; The Shadow of the 
Blade is special and now had real meaning for my 
students. 
 
After the official ceremony, I explained to the kids to 
go the table and get help to locate their soldier. 
 They did this and successfully made pencil etchings 
of every single 281st member whose name is on the 
wall. They were so very reverent and respectful.  I 
was so proud of them. They never interfered with 
others at the wall.  They even put their hands on 
their heart when they saw someone else making a 
rubbing.  I never taught them that; it was just their 
natural reaction to someone else's pain.   
 
They kept their names in pencil boxes and pockets 
for the remainder of the school year.  Some taped 
them to the tops of their desks.  Every visit Richard 
made to the class room, they would tell him, "I still 
have my guy" and would show him their etching. 
 The innocents and genuine gratitude from those 
children was probably the most meaningful "Thank 
You" Richard has ever experienced. 
 
I am still in contact with some of those students, 
who are grown now with families of their own.  A 
few weeks ago I got a Facebook message from one 
who wanted Richard to know that "he still has his 
guy in his wallet".   
 
Thank you 281st.  Without your organization many 
would have no idea of the importance of what you 
did for our country.  Without your association, many 
would never know the sacrifices that others have 
made.  Richard and I are very thankful for everything 
you do to keep the unit together. Richard and I are 
so very grateful for being a part of such a special 
groups of people.  

A 



 
When you click on this link, http://goo.gl/D6CdfN it 
will take you to the 281st website where you can see 
all of the names of those Intruders that appear on 
the Moving Wall.  Photo credits to John Galkiewicz 
(Bandit 1967-68). 
 

From the Membership Chairman 
Fred Beck 

 
e have two more new members who have 
joined since the last newsletter. They are 

David Anderson, a door gunner in 1970 and Hugh 
Albright, a pilot from Feb 1968 through from Feb 
1969. Welcome home. 
 
I noted in our last newsletter that quite a few 
members were in arrears in paying their annual 
dues. A number have contacted me regarding the 
amount and are now up to date. My contact 
information is on the Reunion Registration Form in 
this newsletter. There is also a line on the 
Registration form for dues payments. 
 

Where in the World is Jeff Murray, Our 
Scribe?  
 

f anyone is looking for a vacation idea let me 
recommend sailing.  Janie & I reluctantly went for 

a week on a charter catamaran last week to the 
British Virgin Islands (BVI).  Reluctantly because we 
had no idea what to expect but let me tell you it was 
a super trip!  We flew into St Thomas (USVI) via 
Miami and caught a ferry to our location on Tortola.  
The boat had 4 sleeping quarters, each with private 
facilities, and we sailed all day long to anywhere we 
wanted to go and let me tell you, that is one 
beautiful area.  We both thought we’d be seasick the 
entire week; nope, didn’t happen.  We pulled into 
different coves each night, found a buoy and tied up, 
hopped in the dinghy and hit the shore to the local 
bars and restaurants, it was one of the best 
vacations we have ever had.  There were a few 
downsides, one being the cost of air fare to get to 
the BVI.  The boat rental is divided equally by cabin, 
our 8 days cost was $1250 (the boat rents for $5000 
a week and this was off-season). This however was 
less than the cost of most hotels in the area.  We 
split grocery money for food on the boat and took 
turns paying for mooring fees of about $30/night.  
Food on shore of course was you eat it and drink it, 
you pay for it.  All in all it wasn’t as cheap as camping 

in a state park but it was less expensive than flying 
off to Europe. This is also something everyone else in 
your neighborhood hasn’t done. 
 

The PX Grunt – Jay Hays 
 

rders for “Above the Best” are being processed 
as they are received. Currently we have ordered 

over one thousand books from the publisher, most 
of which have already been sold. Many members 
have donated copies to their local libraries and high 
schools, and one member even sold four copies at 
the barber shop while getting his hair cut! Special 
Operations Association (SOA) members have also 
been calling to place orders. 
 
Golf Shirt Orders and Other Items for Purchase 

Order forms and pricing for golf shirts (see photo 
below) will be available by the end of May. Shirts can 
be embroidered with the Intruder or platoon logo 
and customized with your name. Pre-orders can be 
shipped or picked up at the reunion.  Order forms 
will also be available at the reunion.  

 

In addition to shirts, a new helicopter pin will be 
available for purchase. We are looking at a supplier 
for crew and aviator wings as well as license plate 
brackets. 
 
Go to our website at http://goo.gl/tP87Jc to see 
more PX items for sale. 
 

From your Treasurer 
Fred Beck, a/k/a The Bean Counter 

 
he Reunion Registration Form has a line entitled 
“Friday and/or Saturday night meals only“. The 

fee of $40 is only for any individual guest that you 
may have invited for a meal only and would not be a 
participant in the other reunion functions. In prior 
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years the line has been a source of confusion, but 
most likely, as a lot of us are guilty of, it’s from not 
reading the form carefully. 
 
Full registration of $125 already includes both meals 
(Friday & Saturday), but is also meant to cover 
meals, hospitality room food and beverages, guest 
speakers, hotel costs incidentals, decorations, 
printing costs, and bus transportation to and from 
the plaque dedication ceremony.  
 
In the past I would have to contact members that 
have used that line, to determine if they were 
actually having a guest for meal(s). If they were, 
unless noted, we would have find out which meal or 
meals and food selection for Saturday. If they were 
not having such guest, I would have to issue a 
refund. 
 
To date I have received five Registrations Forms and 
already one of them includes meal charges on that 
line that does not appear to be required. 
 

In Memoriam 

 

Don Munderback April 2, 1948 – April 8, 2016 
 

on Munderback passed away last month in 
Uvalde, TX at the young age of 68.  He was a 

well respected Rat Pack crew chief from June 1968 
to June 1969.  Don served two tours in Vietnam, one 
of which was with the 281st;; we were lucky to have 
him as one of our brothers.  He is survived by his 
wife of 27 years Anna, one daughter, three sons and 
five grandchildren. 

 
Don on left toasting Barc Boyd at a 281st Reunion 
 
Don was a permanent fixture at our 281st Reunions 
and he will be missed dearly. Paul Malady had this to 

say about Don. “I hated to hear about Don's passing. 
I got to know him when he was assigned to Rat Pack 
in 68. He started as a gunner and then crew chief.  
He always had a tale and a laugh. After all the years 
when he showed up for the reunions, nothing had 
changed. Tales got taller but always with the laugh. 
We will miss him.” 
 
Our prayers and thoughts are with his family.  May 
Don rest in peace. 
 

Sick Call 
 
Don Jutz, a/k/a Zorro suffered a stroke earlier this 
year.  He is now recuperating with his brother Bob in 
Wisconsin.  Don was a pilot in the 281st from Nov. 
1966 to Sept. 1967.  I’m sure a card or call would lift 
his spirits.  Drop him a card or give him a call in care 
of his brother – Bob Jutz, 1400 N. 118th St., 
Wauwatosa, WI 53226 or call 414-475-5107. 
 

Need a Poster for your Wall? 

 
rian Paine has commissioned Joe Kline to paint 
“Stairway to Heaven” based on our operations 

with Project Delta and other LRRPs.  

 
These “limited edition” prints (1000 total) are 20 x 
28, numbered and signed by Klein.  The cost is $80.  
You can order a customized print for $125.  
Customizing could include having a “281” put on the 
pilot door and/or place a 281st Intruder patch or 
platoon patch in the margin. You can also have a 
particular tail number placed on the helicopter of 
your customized print.  Brian will be donating $30 
from the sale of each print to the 281st Scholarship 
Fund which is tax deductible. You can get very 
personalized wall hanging to fill that blank space on 
your living room wall and support the 281st 
Scholarship Fund at the same time.   For details and 
to order your own personalized print, email Brian at 
bpaine@magphotos.com  or call him 281-693-3210. 
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281st Assault Helicopter Company Association 

 
2016 ANNUAL REUNION 

 
Doubletree Hotel 

Fayetteville, North Carolina 
October 6th – 8th 

 

To: All Intruders, 281st AHC Association Members, Honorary Members, Family and Friends 
 
The 281st Assault Helicopter Company Association announces its 2016 Annual Reunion to be held in 
Fayetteville, North Carolina! 
 
On Friday morning at Ft. Bragg, there will be the dedication ceremony of the plaque recognizing the 
281st AHC as the U.S. Army’s first special operations helicopter company.  The plaque is dedicated to all 
those who served in the 281st regardless of rank or job description.  Bus transportation to and from the 
hotel and Ft. Bragg will be provided.  Later Friday we have planned a fun filled evening with a buffet 
style dinner.  Our Saturday evening awards banquet is always the highlight of the weekend.  Don’t forget 
the “Hospitality Room” that will be fully stocked with beverages (alcoholic and non-alcoholic) and 
providing lunches and late night socializing on Thursday, Friday and Saturday.  We also have something 
special planned for the ladies on Saturday morning.  All of this is covered by your registration fee, $125 
per person. 
 
The Doubletree Hotel has guaranteed us a special 281st room rate of $99 per night which includes a free 
breakfast for two people per room, every day you stay there.  They will also provide shuttle service to 
and from the airport at no additional cost. 
 
Let’s not forget the real reason why we have these reunions – we see our brothers in arms that we 
haven’t seen in decades and renew friendships we’ve built up over the years.  It was 51 years ago that 
the 281st was organized; then sent to Vietnam.  Five years later the company was deactivated.  In that 5-
year plus period of time, hundreds of us spent many months doing many different jobs; each and every 
one of them contributing to the success of the 281st.  Celebrate that this year.  In the last few years 
we’ve seen quite a few reunion “first timers”.  If you’ve never been to a reunion, this is a great time to 
start. 
 
Will McCollum, VP & Reunion Chairman 
 

Make Your Doubletree Hotel Reservations Today! 

Call: 910-323-8282 or 800-222-8733 
Group Code: AHC 

The Hotel will hold a block of $99 rooms for us until October 1, 2016.  Make your 
reservations early to guarantee a room and save money. 

 
 
 



 

 
 

Registration Form 
281

st
 AHC Association 2016 Reunion  

October 6
th

 – 8
th

 at the Doubletree Hotel 
Fayetteville, North Carolina 

 
 
_________   ______________________________________  _____________________________________________ ________     

Member #                                 Last Name                                                                     First Name                                      MI 
 
 
________________________________________________  _________________  _____  _________   ____________________ 

          Street Address                                                            City               State  Zip Code               Phone # 
 

______________________     __________________________________________________                      10/          /2016  
                Unit                                                      E-Mail                 I Will Arrive on 
 

______________________      ___________________________________________________           _____________________  

   Name for Nametag                                                         Dates in Country                                      Nick Name or Call Sign  

 

Is this your first time to a 281
st

 Reunion      Yes     No     (please circle) 
 
REGISTRATION FEES: 
 

281
st
 AHC Assn. 2016 Annual Membership Dues:  __  Annual Fee   $25 =  $ ____________ 

 
Member Reunion Registration:                 Member  @ $125 = $ ____________ 
 
Guest Fee  (16 years old and up)    # Guests             X $125  = $ ____________ 
 
Children’s Fee (11-15 years old)    # Guests              X  $80   = $_______________ 
 
Friday and/or Saturday Night Meals Only  #  Meals               X $ 40  =  $ ____________ 
(For Children under 11 or non-registered Adult Guests ONLY) 
 
Scholarship Fund:  My 2016 TAX DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION IS:                  $ ____________ 
 
                                                                                                      TOTAL CHECK IS:  $                 ______ 
 
PAYMENTS:  Make check or money order payable to 281

st
 AHC Association. Mail Payment and the registration 

form no later than September 15
th

 to:    
 

281
st
 AHC Association 

c/o Fred Beck 
205 Carey Ct. 
Neenah, WI  54956-9208 
Tel:  920-558-4127   /  email:  JJB@new.rr.com  

 
Please bring your photos, DVDs, books, maps and other memorabilia for sharing and/or display. 
 
VOLUNTEER:  Registration _____PX _____ Hospitality Room ______ As Needed_____ 
 

mailto:JJB@new.rr.com


 

MEAL SELECTION AND INFORMATION SHEET 

Member and Guest Information 

 

List below the names of all attending along with their Saturday evening banquet 
meal selection.  The meal choices for Saturday evening are below.  For ladies 
only, please indicate whether you will be attending the free ladies brunch on 
Saturday morning.   
 

1. Roast Beef Au Jus (Beef) 

2. Boneless Herb Boursin Chicken (Chicken) 

3. Vegetarian Chef’s Choice (Veggie) 

 

                      NAME                 MEAL SELECTION         LADIES BRUNCH 
 

  
Beef 

 

 
Chicken 

 

 
Veggie 

 
Yes 

 
No 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

     

 

Please Note any special dietary requests 
 

 


