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What a fabulous 50th!  by Wes Schuster, President 

Brian and Marilyn Paine put on a great 50
th
 

Anniversary reunion in San Antonio! They deserve 

a big thank you for all their hard work.  Brianôs 

excellent audio-visual presentations reminded all 

attendees of our exploits in Vietnam as well as our 

heartfelt remembrance of our buddies who gave 

their all.   

The food and entertainment was outstanding. Added 

to this our camaraderie was strengthened with the 

attendance of 9 new members and 5 first time 

attendees to the associationôs reunions.  

On the business side, the membership approved 

numerous amendments to our By-Laws to ensure 

our operation for years to come.  The scholarship 

committee did some major review of its operating 

procedures and has built a strong balance sheet for a 

solid financial legacy. 

There were many highlights during the reunion. 

You probably saw many of them but I would like to 

quickly give you some background on one event 

that took place. The winner of the Quilt of Valor 

made by Susan Houston was Gilbert Garcia.  Most 

of you probably donôt know Gilbert. Some of you 

may have known his brother, Ricardo ñRichò 

Garcia.  Rich was a Wolf Pack door gunner in the 

281st in 1970. Tubby Brudvig trained Rich.  The 

281
st
 stood down in 1970 and Rich was transferred 

to the 48
th
 AHC.  Tragically, Rich was shot down in 

Operation Lam Son 719 and to this day is MIA. To 

honor his brother, Gilbert attends both 281
st
 and 48

th
 

reunions. It warmed my heart to see Gilbert wrap 

that quilt around himself in remembrance of his 

brother. All in all, our 50
th
 was a smashing success. 

Can it get any better? You bet it can. Our next 

venue is focused on the greatest WWII museum in 

the world!  Watch for Bain Blackôs postings. 

__________________________________________ 

2020 Mini-Reunion Update by Bain Black 

Here in a nutshell are our plans for a grand 

gathering in New Orleans October 22-October 

25é.For those who want to spend more time in 

NOLA, the Higgins Hotel will extend our rate three 

days prior to and following the reunion. There is so 

much to see in this great destination city! 

Thursday Oct 22: Arrival and Registration 

Friday Oct 23: Charter Cruise on the PT-305 on 

Lake Pontchartrain (Cost to be determined by 

headcount). This is once in a lifetime opportunity to 

ride on the only operable PT Boat. 
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/visit/pt-305/history 

Dinner on your own or with friends from a long list 

of great NOLA restaurants.  

Saturday Oct 24: Beyond All Boundaries private 

showing in the Museum Theater; following the 

movie, visit the renowned WWII Museum; Lunch at 

the Museumôs Backstage Canteen followed by a 

memorial service and abbreviated general 

https://www.nationalww2museum.org/visit/pt-305/history


[Type text]  [Type text] 

2 
  

281st ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY ASSOCIATION 

 
DECEMBER 2019 No. 73 

membership meeting; remainder of the afternoon at 

the Museum; Dinner on your own plus Krewe of 

Boo Halloween parade on Canal Street (huge fun!).  
https://www.kreweofboo.com/ 
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/plan-a-visit-

gs?gclid=CjwKCAjw36DpBRAYEiwAmVVDMD9wOPdhK

zhNc9F4Uauctq9JlGuNIawawADwcsF-

8cbDzyIY0DZRgxoCxD8QAvD_BwE 
Sunday Oct 25: Departure....or delay departure and 

spend more time in NOLA. 

A contract has been signed with our host hotel. The 

gorgeous brand new Higgins Hotel across the street 

from the Museum was named for the inventor of the 

landing craft known as Higgins Boats. Alexander 

Higgins also built the PT-305 in New Orleans. We 

will have a hospitality room with the PX, 

complimentary snacks and a cash bar.  
https://higginshotelnola.com/ 

More to come as time nears for our 2020 Intruder 

mini-reunion! 

2019 Reunion By Bain Black 

Woohoo, our ñ50
th
 Anniversary Reunionò was 

awesome. It was great seeing everyone again. As 

the years click by these memories are precious. 

Karen and I had a wonderful time and SAT was a 

terrific venue. Thanks for all the hard work by BP, 

Marylyn and all their helper bees. 

I had a surprise at the reunion. Thank you for the 

Intruder of the Year Award. It is an honor, 

especially when looking at the earlier names on the 

plaque, those who have made the 281
st
 such a great 

association.  

The week following this yearôs reunion, the Bakers 

and the Blacks (plus another couple) went on a 

WWII Museum tour to Normandy France. We were 

in France for a total of 

13 wonderful days. We 

spent 4 days on the D-

Day beaches with 

renowned historians 

and authors. We visited 

the German Cemetery 

with somber black 

crosses, and the 

Canadian Cemetery in 

Dieppe.  Jim Baker and I were selected to lay a 

wreath at the tomb of Major Thomas Howie (photo 

this page) at the American Cemetery. It was very 

moving and somehow connected with sacrifices 

made by our Intruders lost in RVN. 

_________________________________________ 

2019 Reunion Summary by Brian Paine 

Marilyn Paine:   Let me state unequivocally the 

reunion would NOT have happened without my 

Chief of Staff, Marilyn. Her duties were endless: 

coordination with the hotel for meeting room 

requirements and organizing meeting room 

assignments, menu selections, flawless registration, 

highly attended and well received ñbenefitsò 

seminar complete with a representative from the 

VA, SRO ladiesô brunchéshe based her plans on 

prior yearsô attendance and was nearly 

overwhelmed by the large number of 

attendees,éthere were several items requiring 

signatures for raffles etc. and ALL got signed, for

 the table decorationséthanks to Janie Murray, the 

table designs were created and Marilyn got a crew 

together to fulfill Janieôs plans, reserved table 

assignments,éthen there were the cargo van and 

SUV full of supplieséshe organized everything at 

our house then systematically loaded the vehicles 

and unloaded them at the hotel having everything 

go to the proper placeé.that stuff would still be in 

our living room had it not been for her! And much 

much more.  

Scott Arthur:  Scott wore many hats this 

weekendéExecutive Producer, director, MC 

(aircraft commander) auctioneer, ladiesô brunch 

hostéin essence, running the whole show. It was 

Scott who suggested and got Paul Driscoll, the 

magician to perform. Scott with his assistant, 

Cynthia Garcia, obtained a welcome letter from San 

Antonio Mayor Ron Nirenberg presented by city 

councilman Clayton Perry. If youôve never seen 

Scott in action, you missed a one of a kind 

performance. 

https://www.kreweofboo.com/
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/plan-a-visit-gs?gclid=CjwKCAjw36DpBRAYEiwAmVVDMD9wOPdhKzhNc9F4Uauctq9JlGuNIawawADwcsF-8cbDzyIY0DZRgxoCxD8QAvD_BwE
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/plan-a-visit-gs?gclid=CjwKCAjw36DpBRAYEiwAmVVDMD9wOPdhKzhNc9F4Uauctq9JlGuNIawawADwcsF-8cbDzyIY0DZRgxoCxD8QAvD_BwE
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/plan-a-visit-gs?gclid=CjwKCAjw36DpBRAYEiwAmVVDMD9wOPdhKzhNc9F4Uauctq9JlGuNIawawADwcsF-8cbDzyIY0DZRgxoCxD8QAvD_BwE
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/plan-a-visit-gs?gclid=CjwKCAjw36DpBRAYEiwAmVVDMD9wOPdhKzhNc9F4Uauctq9JlGuNIawawADwcsF-8cbDzyIY0DZRgxoCxD8QAvD_BwE
https://higginshotelnola.com/
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Janie Murray:  From the very beginning, Janie was 

thereéHotel selectionémenu selectionéroom 

needs and decorations. It would have been a very 

bland reunion without her theme decorations. She 

created something new for the reunion. She insisted 

in having ñVò neck shirts for the ladieséWe sold 

out !!! She stepped up and took charge of things and 

helped make everything work smoothly. It would 

have been great to have her at the finish line. 

 
Lindsay Laws: I was proud of myself for creating 

the slide shows for the reunion. HOWEVER, when 

Scott took over as director, he called on Lindsay to 

create a cohesive presentation. Her expertise with 

the computer made everything flow perfectly. I just 

sat back and watched magic happen! She doubled as 

our photographer and got tons of great stuff. 

Keith Dirago:  Keith was instrumental with our 

photo set design and stage set decorations. We had a 

photo set, (Janie Murrayôs idea) with both a western 

theme and Mexican theme. Keith worked tirelessly 

using individualsô phones to take personal photos in 

front of these sets. Whatever needed to be done, 

Keith was the man to call on. 

Brroks Ausborn:  Friday night was our Mexican 

buffet. First thought was to have a mariachi band     

( not a good ideaétoo loud)  I remembered Brooks 

from a show we did. He played the guitar as he 

roamed the banquet hall playing perfect background 

music. His sound system was unique. No matter 

where you were in the room, the sound and volume 

were perfect. If you looked over your shoulder he 

would be standing right beside you! He talked to the 

guests and took requests. 

Kevin Blessing: Kevin works for HEB, a major 

grocery chain. Kevin is Hawkôs son-in-law. Kevin 

offered, and I accepted, to provide some food for 

the hospitality suite. Thursday morning I got a call 

that they were out front of the hotel and needed a 

cart to bring the food up to the hoteléI believe it 

took them 4 trips to get everything up to the room! 

We had it all! Doris Hays and Cheryl Becker 

jumped in and got everything organized. There was 

no want for food or snacks. 

Paul Driscoll: Breaking the mold of having a guest 

speaker, I tried to come up with something unique. 

Up pops Scott Arthur. His suggestion was the 

Comedy and Magic of Paul Driscoll!  Paul had the 

audience mesmerized with his bowling ball to his 3 

of hearts card trick. In between was his 20 dollar 

bill in an olive trick. Folks, if you missed it, you 

missed the highlight of all our reunions! People are 

still talking about his performance! 

Thanks to all these people who did their best to 

make me look good and those people who attended. 

My regrets to those who could not make it. 

__________________________________________ 

2019 REUNION ATTENDIES 

At the October reunion in San Antonio, we had the 

following long absent returnees and first time 

attendees join us for the 50th anniversary reunion: 

Hugh "Doug" Albright, Doug Stowe, Ron Herman, 

Art Patek, Gerry Richer, Gary Galvagni, Sterling 

Essenmacher, Johnnie Jones, Robert McMillan, 

Jerry La Cross, Paul Esser, John Gachich, Ben 

Edwards, Fred Monsour.  We hope to see you all 

again as part of the "regular" group. 

__________________________________________ 

Some letters and comments from the SA reunion 

From Jack Interstein 

I had a very memorable reunion, thx to BP and 

Marilyn in SA. It was my honor to invite the family 

of my Vietnam roommate, Albert Alvarado to the 

event. Al passed away 4 years ago. He and wife 

Linda lived in San Antonio not too far from our 

hotel. Daughter Tabitha, son Zach(area policeman) 

and various grandchildren and DIL also attended 

one or both of our dinners and ceremonies. 

I spoke with Al only one time after Vietnam,  
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hoping to see him at our Houston reunion in  

early 2000ôs. Expected to see Al but he didnôt 

show...last minute change of heart(?) for unknown 

reasons according to Linda. 

This time, when SA was confirmed as our 2019 

Intruder destination, I immediately contacted Linda 

so she had plenty of time to 

inform family of the impending get together. NO 

excuses!  

I have always felt Al was like an older brother to 

me, a 19 year old private ñnewbieò in Nha Trang 

and Intruder Ops. Along with another roommate, Al 

Kruck(POL and Major Littles driver), we spent our 

time together in Vietnam in friendship. I hope in 

someway I have repaid a past due debt to ñBig Al, 

the kiddies pal.ò 

 
JACK INTERSTEIN & THE ALVARADO FAMILY  

 

From Sharyn Miller, Wife of Kenneth E. Miller  

Dear Frank and Lou.               September 23, 2019 

I received your wonderful letter and my Honorary 

Member Certificate in the mail a while ago but I 

was too emotional to respond right away. I am 

proud and honored to be invited into your 

association and so appreciate your remembering my 

husband so respectfully. He was a wonderful man, 

an awesome husband and a dad, and a very involved 

grandpa to all 8 of our grandchildren. We miss him 

terribly but have wonderful memories that we share 

frequently. He will always be a huge part of who we 

are. I am honored and appreciative to be invited to 

the October reunion. I will be sharing a room with 

Linda George whose husband, Bob George, saved 

my husbandôs life in Vietnam and is buried in 

Arlington National Cemetery. San Antonio is where 

Ken and I first met! He was a CWO just back from 

Vietnam and I was a young 2
nd

 Lt. in the Army 

Nurse Corps. We were married 48 years when he 

died. I look forward to reuniting with Kenôs old 

Army buddies and meeting those of you I do not yet 

know.   

From Susan Houston 

I think the most memorable and meaningful event 

for us was the memorial ceremony. The 

interpretation and video on the Star Spangled 

Banner was very educational and informative.   We 

did not know those details. Beautiful.  Thank you to 

Brian for finding and showing it. Susanôs sister, 

brother-in-law, and nephews attended the 

ceremony.  They have commented on several 

occasions how thankful they are to have attended 

and have a new appreciation for the many sacrifices 

made in Vietnam.  One nephew is in the National 

Guard.  He told us that the videos of the men lost 

really brought home to him how young everyone 

was.  He had tears in his eyes, as did the other 

family members.  They thanked us profusely for 

inviting them and allowing them to attend. All in all 

the reunion was a big success.  We are so humbled 

by the amount of work that went into the 

organization and planning that it takes to hold such 

a 5 Star event.  One might say, ña Texas Sizeò 

event.   

From Mary Beth Keith (Stan Millers fiancée) 

I am SO proud to be an honorary member of the 

281st and I thank every single person involved in 

allowing me to be part of such an incredible 

organization. You all know that Stan Miller lives in 

my heart and that I think of him every single day. 

He was SO very proud to be an Intruder. I just want 

you all to know that you are my HEROES!!!  

 Hugs & Blessings, Mary Beth  

 




